
Dear Rising Juniors, 

Once again we have prepared a summer reading assignment to help keep you on track for success in English III.  

Below you will find a list of reading options (choose one) and a reader response assignment. We hope this 

assignment is clear, but if you have questions feel free to contact me with any questions at this email address, 

mpmuse@wsfcs.k12.nc.us .  We hope you have a wonderful summer and we look forward to working with you 

next year. (Synopses have been adapted from Amazon.com.) 

 

English III Summer Reading Options (You choose one) 

The Color of Water by James McBride (Available to borrow from Reynolds HS) 

Who is Ruth McBride Jordan? A self-declared "light-skinned" woman evasive about her ethnicity, 

yet steadfast in her love for her twelve black children. James McBride, journalist, musician, and son, 

explores his mother's past, as well as his own upbringing and heritage, in a poignant and powerful 

debut, The Color Of Water: A Black Man's Tribute to His White Mother. 

 

The Glass Castle by Jeanette Walls (Recommended for all levels) 

This memoir explores a family that is both deeply dysfunctional and uniquely vibrant. When sober, 

Jeannette’s brilliant father captured his children’s imagination. But when he drank, he was dishonest 

and destructive. Her mother was a free spirit who abhorred the idea of domesticity. The Walls 

children learned to take care of themselves, and eventually found their way to New York. Their 

parents followed them, choosing to be homeless even as their children prospered.     

 

Into the Wild by John Krakauer (Recommended for Honors level classes.) 

Investigative journalist John Krakauer pieces together the details of Chris McCandless’s journey 

and death in the Alaskan backcountry. In 1992 McCandless, a recent graduate from Emory 

University, gave away his savings and possessions and hitchhiked into Alaska. Four months after he 

walked into the wilderness, his decomposed body was found by hunters. Into the Wild examines 

Chris’s drive to explore the American wilderness and the blunders that led to his untimely death.  

 

Kindred by Octavia Butler (Recommended for all levels) 

Dana, a modern black woman, is transported to the antebellum South. After saving a drowning 

white boy there, she finds herself staring into the barrel of a shotgun and is transported back to the 

present just in time to save her life. Dana is drawn back repeatedly through time to the slave 

quarters, and each time the stay grows longer and more dangerous until it is uncertain whether or 

not Dana's life will end, long before it has a chance to begin.   

 

The Queen of Katwe by Tim Crothers (Recommended for all levels) 

The true story of Phiona Mutesi, a teenager from the poorest slums of Uganda, on her journey to 

become an international chess champion. Unable to afford school, Phiona spent her days struggling 

to find food. While searching for food one day, she met a local missionary teaching children to 

play chess. Phiona dreams of being a Grandmaster, the most elite title in chess, but she must 

overcome the struggles of life in one of the world’s most unstable countries. Author Tim Crothers 

was a senior writer for Sports Illustrated and currently resides in Chapel Hill, NC. 

 

The Rose That Grew from Concrete by Tupac Shakur (Recommended for Standard level classes) 

This collection of poetry honestly confronts topics from poverty and motherhood to Van Gogh and 

Mandela The poems are passionate, sometimes angry, and often compelling. Selections are 

reproduced from the originals in Shakur's handwriting, personalized by distinctive spelling and the 

use of ideographs (a drawing of an eye for I, etc.), and complete with scratch outs and corrections. 

Note: This book has a different assignment than the other options.   
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Summer Reading Response Questions (For books 1 – 4) 

Student Name: ___________________________________ 

Title of Book/Author: __________________________________________________ 

Reading Response Questions:  Students should choose from the following questions and record answers on a separate 

sheet of paper. The length requirements are based upon the level of your course as outlined below: 

Standard English III: 15 questions – a total of 2 pages* on one of the books listed above. 

Honors English III: 20 questions – a total of 3 pages* on one of the books listed above. 

*One side of a page counts as one page, so front and back equals two pages.  

Your answers should be about 2 – 4 complete sentences. Answer each of the questions in detail; points will be deducted if 

the question is not answered in full. Staple this sheet to your answers and turn it in the first day of English class.  

1. Before you started reading this book, describe the hints that the title and book cover gave you as to what this book 

was going to be about? 

2. While you were reading on the first day, what image from the reading stood out in your mind?  

3. Which character did you connect with the most in your book and why? 

4. What issue in your book has caused you to think the most and why? 

5. What kind of message does the author want the reader to get from this book? 

6. What issue in your book in the most Interesting?  Upsetting?  Confusing? Answer each. 

7. How does the setting of your book contribute to the mood of the story—describe in detail? 

8. What are the problems the main character faces and how are they solved—describe in detail? 

9. How do the minor characters help or hurt the main character—be specific? 

10. What type of conflict do the characters experience? What do you learn about them through this conflict? 

11. How has this story changed your thinking?  How has this story supported your thinking?  (You must answer one.) 

12. How does the title relate to the story? 

13. How does the author make the characters believable—describe in detail? 

14. Which character would you like to have as a friend and why?  Or, which one would be an enemy and why? 

15. What decision has a character made in your book that you disagree with and why? 

16. Which character in your book are you the least similar to and why? 

17. What have you learned in your book that will be helpful to you in another class or at another time? 

18. How would you solve the problem that the main character has? 

19. Which character has gone through the biggest change in your book and why? 

20. Imagine “jumping into the plot” of your book at the end of the story, what would you do to change it and why? 

21. What has been the most difficult part of this book and why do you think that is so? 

22. What kind of people should read this book and why? 

23. Which part of what you read were you able to visualize the best and why? 

24. What strategy did you use while you were reading to help clear up any confusion you were having? 

25. What other events, people or situations has this book caused you to think about and why? 

 

Summer Reading Response for The Rose that Grew from Concrete 

For sections 1 and 2 Your answers should be about 2 – 4 complete sentences. Answer each of the questions in detail, 

and be specific. Points will be deducted if the question is not answered in full.  

1. Read the introduction by Leila Steinberg to answer the following questions: 

a. What did Tupac believe the arts could do for society? Why do you think he believed this?  

b. Why did Tupac believe the arts were important to education? Do you agree? Why or why not? 

c. How does Steinberg describe Tupac the first time she meets him (personality and appearance)? 

d. Steinberg notes that this poetry was written before Tupac was famous, and therefore is “free from the 

restraints of the music industry and monetary pressures.” How do you think the poetry may have been 

different had it been written after Tupac was famous? Explain your answer. 

2. The poems in this collection have been divided into 4 sections based on theme.  

a. How would you describe the theme of each section?  

b. What ideas and emotions do all of the poems in each section have in common? 

c. Which section is your favorite and why?  

3. Create a journal of 5 – 10 poems this summer. Each poem should be about one half to one full page. Mirror 

Tupac’s poetry by addressing issues and events that are important to you, and reflecting on your personal feelings.  


